The celebration of the moon





	In ancient times, the moon was the symbol of the Goddess, she changed in appearance every night as she was growing, towards the full moon, the light would increase, so that one could see all the mysterious silvery shadows…As she was fading towards the new moon, the darkness would fall across the land…making it impossible to see the light.  


	There are reasons why we do particular types of magick at different times of the moon phases.  The moon is the closest “planet” to our own earth, and just as the tides of the ocean are affected by the moon, so are the tides within our own bodies.  There is a lot of truth to the full moon theory…people that are more sensitive to energies are highly influenced by the moon tides.  The more magick that you do, the more in tune you become with the cycles of the moon, and the more you have what we call “the magickal tides” in your own body.  


	So why do we celebrate the moon?  The time of the full moon is when the Lady, or the Goddess, is in her full power…the tides of the earth, and in our own bodies, are at their highest…it is an incredible time to do magick.  If you are lucky enough to live outside the city, and can see the full moon away from the city lights, you know the magick of that silvery glow that she casts upon the Earth.  The full moon represents the time of the Mother aspect of the Goddess…when she wants to bless us, her children.  The new moon is the Maiden aspect of the Goddess, a time of all possibilities.  The dark moon, two days before the new moon, is the time of the Crone.  The time of the new moon is the time of new beginnings, we have a whole new cycle starting.  There are some covens that do rituals at both the new and full moons,.


	The new moon is the time that you want to take advantage of the “growing essence” of the magickal tides.  If there is something you want to bring into your life, you would do magick between the new moon and full moon…as the moon grows towards fullness, the thing that you desire will grow and come to you providing, of course, that your intention of doing such was pure…and the Gods willing.  The new moon is often related to Diana the Goddess of the Hunt, the Maiden aspect of the Goddess.  It is feminine energy in all its pureness.


	As a side note, if you want your hair to grow faster, get it trimmed on the new moon.  If you want it to stay basically the same length, get it trimmed after the full moon.


	Of course, anytime you want to plant herbs, especially for magickal uses, check the phase of the moon, whether to plant them under a new or full moon, and in water or earth sign, etc.


	The new moon is a wonderful time to start new things, even if it is not of a magickal nature…but anything you want to grow and evolve…It is a great time to look for a job, for example, or anything you want to bring into your life at the full moon.  The full moon relates to the Goddess as Mother…she in her abundance who gives out to her children.  The Charge of the Goddess, by Valiente, is based on the full moon.  It is truly a lovely charge.


	The full moon is when we get together to do serious healing magick.  As the tides in our body is at its strongest, it is a good time to be able to release from our own abundance.  We also do things for the planet and for people we know who have asked.  Normally at the full moon celebration, you would try to use silver on the altar to reflect that aspect of the Goddess…a silver chalice for example.  





A Simple Yet Powerful Full Moon Ritual 


	


	Take a silver chalice, fill it with wine or juice, and try to catch the reflection of the moon in the chalice…The acting priestess blesses the wine or juice, catching the light of the moon in the chalice…She passes this to the person next to her deosil, with the words “Partake of the abundance of the Mother, may your needs all be met”…As the person takes the chalice, they look into it, catching the light of the moon inside, and drink…then passing it on to the next person with the same blessing.  This is a very gentle way to introduce people to the love of the Goddess.





At the full moon time, if you are going to use flowers on your altar, try to use whit flowers…white carnations, or something similar…


	So the full moon time is mainly a celebratory time, a time to partake of the goodness of the Goddess, and to do magick for others.  With their permission, of course…


	After the full moon we come to a time when the magickal tides in our bodies begin to decreas.  This is the time to do magick for things that you want to leave your life.  For example, wanting to lose weight.  One way to do this is burning a candle while visualizing the weight slowly leaving your body.


	If you are in a healthy situation and want to get out, this is the best time to do magick…BUT be sure that you have done everything possible and this is the last resort.  Magick should always be the last resort, you should make every effort to change things through ordinary means before resorting to it.


	Depending on what you are using the herbs for, there are some herbs that are harvested at this time traditionally, i.e.  the “witches’ herbs”, such as Nightshade.


	After the full moon, as it decreases to the new moon, is mainly a time of resting, of getting ready for the next cycle.  The last two days before the new moon are called the dark moon, the time of the crown.  We do not usually do magick at this time.  It is a very powerful time for meditations and going within yourself…There is plenty of time the rest of the month to do magick, without doing so in the dark moon.  


	For people who were born under the dark moon, which is about 75% of Pagans, it is a lifetime of working within your spirituality.  The dark moon is similar to the time of the year between Samhain and Yule, where there is no light .  The Crone rules during that time, and can be a very harsh teacher .


	If you choose to do magick during the dark of the moon, I would only recommend things that you really want to leave your life, because they will.  So be very sure for what you are asking.


	Then the cycle begins again at the new moon, as the light once again begins to grow and change daily.  There are actually eight phases astrologically that the moon goes through.  As Wiccans, we only acknowledge three for magickal purposes.


	


Other Thoughts





The healing done during the dark moon could only be for things such as Cancer or AIDS…serious life threatening diseases…most things can wait a few days for the new moon.  But, sometimes the dark moon is appropriate, just be really aware of what you are asking for in that time.








	


